‘Blue baby’ Lyka
flown to Israel
for heart surgery
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EIGHT-MONTH-OLD LYKA MASGAY OF LA
Trinidad, Benguet, was flown to Israel yes-
terday morning for a heart operation made
possible by an Israeli-based, non-profit or-
ganization, Save A Child’s Heart (SACH).
Lyka was born with a congenital heart
disease and most of her early months were
spent at the Saint Louis University Hospital
of the Sacred Heart in Baguio City. Accord-
ing to Yaniv Revach, the Israel
deputy chief of mission, it was the baby’s
grandmother, Remedios, a caregiver in Is-
rael, who had approached SACH forhelp.
Lyka was accompanied by her mother,
Agustina, and Italian doctor Eldar Schnei-

der, who will perform the operation at the
Wolfson Medical Center inHolon. Israel.

First RP

Schneider explained that Lyka, the first
Filipino to be sponsored by SACH, was suf-
: t'ermg from a transposmon of the great ar-

The -two main artenes-——the aorta and
| the pulmonary artery—in Lyka’s heart are
reversed. This causes her to turn blue as it
affects the way blood circulates in her body.
The airfare was paid by Remedios, while
the cost of the operation, hospitalization
and medicines, as well as the accommoda-
tion would be shouldered by SACH.

The Masgay family, however, still has to
raise $10 OOOtopayforothere‘lpemGthat 4
SACH would not be able to cover. Dona-
tions may be deposited to the account of

i C. Masgay, Account No.
0790303272 at Banco de Oro, Upper Ses-
sion Road, Luneta Hill, Baguio City.

SACH was bomn in 1995 through the vision,
relentless energy and leadership of the late Dr.
Ami Cohen. With its slogan “we can and we
should,” SACH has repaired the hearts of more
than 2,000 children from all over the world.



