
  

Save a Child's Heart 
Newsletter  

 

  
  

The SACH Children's Home   

  
Since its inception in 1996 Save a Child's Heart treated more than 2,100 
children from 35 countries. 
  
Since the beginning of 2009 48 children were treated.  
  
Save a Child's Heart is currently treating twenty five children in Israel. 
  
To meet the children in Israel now click here 
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This month, Liberia and the Philippines were added to the list of countries 
we receive children from for life saving heart treatment.    
  

  
International Medical Practitioners at SACH    
  
Presently SACH has six medical practitioners training and working 
alongside SACH medical staff;  
  
From the Palestinian Authority we have Dr. Wafiq Othman, Dr. Akra 
Haitham and Dr. Mahmoud Kdimat, all training in anaesthesia.  
  
From Nigeria we have Dr. Iniabasi Bidemi Ilori, also training in 
anaesthesia. 
  
From China we have Dr. Wang Minghai, Cardiac Surgeon.  
  

               
  
From Zanzibar we have Dr. Omar Suliman, Pediatrician.  
  
Lastly, we have Dr. Godwin Dodfrey Sharaua, a surgeon from Tanzania 
who is working hand in hand with the SACH staff in all the departments 
and in the future will be specializing in cardiac surgery.  
  

               
                  
  

  

The Amazing Story of Lyka from the Philippines  
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Eight months old Lyka from the Philippines was brought to Israel by 
SACH on February 25 in a severe condition following her grandmother's 
pledge for help. Lyka was born with a congenital heart disease; she 
needed urgent life saving surgery and could not be treated in the 
Philippines.  
Bringing such a severely sick baby all the way from the Philippines to 
Israel was a difficult operation; the airlines insisted that Lyka have a 
medical escort on her flight to Israel, oxygen and ambulances to transfer 
her from plane to plane as well as an ambulance waiting for her upon 
arrival in Israel. Even though the funds had not been raised, Talma 
Rothstein, the devoted employee of Lyka's grandmother, decided to buy 
the plane tickets while continuing to search for funding.   
  
 
  

                      
  
 
After landing in Israel Lyka was taken directly to the Wolfson Medical 
Center where she was stabilized. The following day, Lyka underwent 
catheterization. On March 4, one week after catheterization, Lyka 
underwent life saving open heart surgery. On March 15, Lyka was taken 
out of the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit and moved to the children's ward 
where she is recovering well.   
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International widespread appeals for the funds required for Lyka's surgery 
and the extraordinary costs associated with the necessity of a medical 
escort have been met with great success. Although we are still seeking 
funds to cover transport costs, the funds necessary to cover the cost of 
Lyka's surgery in Israel have been raised through Canadian 
initiatives. These initiatives will continue to raise funds for children 
everywhere who require help from SACH.  
  
  
"Philippine Daily Inquirer" - Blue Baby Lyka flown to Israel for heart 
surgery 
  

  
SACH and Israeli Wine Direct  
    
Save a Child's Heart and Israeli Wine Direct launched a joint initiative in 
March 2009 and will now cooperate in various events and projects 
throughout the USA.  
  
Israeli Wine Direct imports boutique wines from Israel into the US, from 
wineries including Margalit, Flam, Pelter, Tulip, and Tzora.  
  
Richard Shaffer, founder of Israeli Wine Direct, contacted us a couple of 
months ago with a great offer; he was looking for a cause to partner with 
and donate a portion of his revenues to, beginning with the Pesach 
promotions.  
  

                  
  
After a few more emails and discussions this new project was launched 
beginning of March 2009 at the home of SACH Board Member Debra 
Silver in Caesarea, Israel, with the presence of Richard Shaffer, Irit and 
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Yair Margalit from Margalit winery, SACH representatives, board 
members, doctors and other guests, and of course a lot of fine Israeli 
boutique wine.   
 

                  
  
  

  
  

SACH International Photography Exhibition  
  
  
The photography exhibition, a joint project of SACH and the Israeli 
Ministry and Foreign Affairs, continues to travel around the world in six 
copies; (two in the) USA, Canada, Europe, Asia and Africa. The exhibition 
has been displayed at universities, museums, libraries, hospitals and 
other venues across the world.    
The photographs were taken by seven photographers and are mainly of 
children from different regions of the world who represent a wide variety of 
ethnic backgrounds. 
  
To see the photographs in the exhibition press here.  
  
  
  
The exhibition was recently displayed in:  
 
  
* The Beaumont hospital in Detroit - The opening event took place on 
March 12, 2009. Thanks to the help of Ashley J. Israel in Detroit the event 
was a tremendous success. 130 people attended the opening night, 
among them Israeli Consul General in Toronto, Mr. Amir Gissin, a US 
state senator and a US county commissioner, SACH US Executive 
Director David Litwack, Head of SACH UK Walter Felman and many 
more. The exhibition will be displayed in the next two weeks in the main 
building of the hospital where 18,000 employees, many more patients and 
visitors will be able to see it every day.  
Pictures from the opening event in Detroit  
 
  
* The Philippine Children's Medical Center (PCMC) in Quez on City - a 
reception and opening event took place on March 9. Secretary of Social 
Development and Welfare Department, Esperanza Cabral, was the guest 
of honour during the opening ceremony. The exhibition in The Philippines 
was a joint project of the Embassy of Israel in Manila, the Shalom Club of 
the Philippines and the Philippine Children's Medical Center.  
Added to the exhibit was a photo of Lyka Edna Masgay, an 8-month old 
infant who was the first Filipino child to be brought by Save a Child's Heart 
to Israel for life saving heart treatment.     
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The exhibition was also displayed in Stanford University in San Francisco, 
The University of California in Los Angeles (UCLA) and The University of 
Chicago.   
  

                     
  
  
  
The exhibition is about to be displayed in The Halle Heart Institute in 
Germany, The Jewish Community Center in Brussels (CCLJ), The 
University of Santa Barbara in California and Abuja in Nigeria.  
 
  
  
If you would like more information about the photo exhibit please contact 
Tamar Shapira at pr@saveachildsheart.org  
  
  

  
Visits to SACH   
  
We are constantly visited by many groups from around the world. 
Recently we had a delegation of leaders of the Indian-American 
community; a media delegation from Thailand; Perla Karney the Artistic 
Director of UCLA Hillel who did a wonderful job organizing and setting up 
the display of the SACH photo exhibit in UCLA; one of our long-time 
supporters from San Francisco, Harold Clumeck; Former Knesset 
member and Deputy Mayor of Tel Aviv, Yael Dayan and many more.  
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We have recently received many visits by delegations and groups from 
the David Project, a non-profit organization that is leading a growing 
movement of informed, confident and effective supporters of Israel. The 
David Project's educational initiatives reach thousands of students across 
North America and Israel. 
  
  

                  
  
  
  

                 
 

  
In the Media  
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Here are some of the media stories done on SACH recently: 
  
  
"The Detroit Jewish News Online" - Mending 'Broken' Hearts, March 2009  
  
  
"Philippine Daily Inquirer" - Blue Baby Lyka flown to Israel for heart 
surgery, March 2009 
 
  
"The McGill Tribune" - Israeli humanitarian group saves Gazan boy, 
February 2009  
  
"Israel - Channel 2" - The story of Abdullah Siam, January 2009  
 
  
"Herald Tribune" - Kin of killed Hamas leader to surgery in Israel, January 
2009  
  
"Sunday Express" - Palestinian war baby saved by Israeli doctors, 
January 2009  
  
"Jerusalem Post" - Gazan baby's life saved by Wolfson heart surgery, 
January 2009  
  

"Israel 21C" - Finding hope in the midst of conflict, January 2009 
  

"Haaretz" - Amid Gaza violence, Israeli and Palestinian doctors save 
baby's life, January 2009   
  
  
  

                          
  

Contact Us
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Tamar Shapira 
  
Director of International Relations 
  
pr@saveachildsheart.org  
  
  
Important Message
  
if you no longer wish to receive email from Save a Child's Heart, please respond to this message 
with the word "REMOVE" as the subject 
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