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June 2009

June 2009

Dear Friends of SACH,  
 
We have had a number of significant events in the past couple of months and we are very proud 
and glad to share this with you in this newsletter.  
  
We have now twenty one children treated in Israel and eight medical practitioners training and 
working alongside SACH medical staff at the Wolfson Medical Center. Dr. Wang, a Cardiac 
Surgeon from China, returned home after finishing eight months of training with Dr. Lior Sasson and 
Dr. Omar Suliman, a Pediatrician from Zanzibar, also returned home after three months training in 
the hospital with the SACH medical team.    
 
We had a medical mission to Angola in the beginning of May and yesterday a medical mission took 
place in Jordan, where more than 30 Iraqi children were examined.  
  
Additional exciting events you can read about below are the establishment of SACH Switzerland, 
The Canadian Tenors and Juno Award Winner Sophie Milman in Concert in Toronto and more.  
  
Best wishes, 
  
Tamar 
 
  

Sami Shamoon z"l 
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On behalf of all of us in Save a Child's Heart, we would like to express our 
heartfelt condolences to the family of Mr. Sami Shamoon, President of 
Save a Child's Heart International.  
Over the years, Mr. Shamoon has helped to provide the means by which 
SACH physicians have gained further training and expertise in their fields 
abroad. In particular the training of our very own Dr. Lior Sasson whose 
two year fellowship with one of the top pediatric cardiac surgeons in the 
world, Prof. Edward Bove, at Anne Arbour Michigan was sponsored by 
Mr. Shamoon.  
After hearing the sad news Prof. Bove wrote:  
  
I am very saddened to hear this news.  Mr. Shamoon was a wonderful, 
generous person and he will be greatly missed.  His many contributions to 
SACH International were responsible for saving the lives of a great many 
children.  I truly enjoyed our social interactions when I visited and will miss 
visiting with him in the future. 
  
Mr. Shamoon's dedication and generosity has helped to save the lives of 
hundreds of children suffering from heart diseases. 
  
On May 30th, the Israeli Prime Minister's Office issued a  press release 
stating, "Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu today expressed his sorrow 
on the passing of Sami Shamoon. The Prime Minister said that Shamoon 
was a warm-hearted Jew with a genuine commitment to the State of 
Israel, who contributed extensively in every way, especially to medical 
and educational institutions thus affording equal opportunities for Israeli 
youth."  
 
Mr. Sami Shamoon will be truly missed by all of us at Save a Child's 
Heart. 
 

The SACH Children's Home  
  

  
Since its inception in 1996 Save a Child's Heart has treated more than 
2,100 children from 35 countries. Since the beginning of 2009  91, 
children's lives have been saved. 
    
Save a Child's Heart is currently treating in Israel twenty one children from 
Angola, China, Ghana, Iraq, the Palestinian Authority, Uganda and 
Zanzibar. 
  
 
  

More About Us 
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To meet the children currently in Israel now click here  
  
  

Special Stories of Children  
  
Every child we save is special and each one of them has a mother, father 
and family who wait to welcome back their beloved ones healthy again.  
We would like to tell you about a few of these children and parents who 
we recently had the privilege to meet, treat and save:   
  
* The first child brought to Israel by SACH from the Philippines  
arrived here four months ago in a severe condition. Eight months old Lyka 
arrived with a medical escort, oxygen and with ambulances waiting for her 
in every stop on the way.   
  
 

                   
  
  
Lyka and her mother stayed in Israel almost two months in which Lyka 
was treated by the SACH medical team; her life was saved and she 
returned back to her family in the Philippines healthy and smiling.  
This was all possible thanks to SACH Canada who was able to raise the 
funds for Lyka's treatment. 
 
  
*  
Xin Qing Niu arrived from China on May 11, 2009. She is a sweet and 
smiling one and a half year old baby girl. Xin was examined by the SACH 
medical team during the last medical mission in China in November 
2008.  
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It was then decided she can only be treated in Israel. One day after her 
arrival Xin's condition deteriorated and she was rushed to the hospital. 
The following day she had a complex surgery, conducted by our Dr. Lior 
Sasson and Dr. Wang, a cardiac surgeon from China who has been 
training with Dr. Sasson. Xin is now feeling well, staying in the children's 
home waiting for her next surgery that should take place in the coming 
weeks.  
  
  
   
* One month old Harvey from Uganda arrived in Israel in Mid May 2009. 
He came in a severe condition and had to be escorted by a doctor to be 
able to survive the long journey. Luckily for Harvey, one of the SACH 
doctors was already in Uganda after escorting another SACH child, 
Mercy, who returned home after a very complicated treatment that lasted 
a year in Israel and was able to escort Harvey to Israel.  
Upon arrival Harvey was admitted to the hospital where his condition was 
stabilized. Ten days after that he had his first surgery and two days later a 
second one. Harvey is recovering nicely at the hospital, and his mother is 
smiling once again.  
 

                        
  
  
Harvey was brought to Israel as part of the Gift of Life International "Our 
Hearts Are in Uganda" program which sends Ugandan children for life 
saving treatments in hospitals around the world. Harvey's treatment is co-
sponsored by Mr. Henry Ebert who donated the funds for this child 
through Gift of Life. 
  
 
* Noor Husseini, a sweet four year old girl from Gaza, was brought to 
Israel by SACH in the beginning of February for a life saving heart 
surgery. At the same time the magazine "Readers Digest" sent a reporter 
to document our activity and write a story about SACH.  
The reporter stayed with us a week; he met the children and mothers, 
spoke to the doctors and followed our day to day work. When he 
returned home to the UK he decided to focus his story on cute little Noor, 
who arrived here with her golden shoes and party dress and returned 
home to Gaza smiling, healthy and happy.  
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This story is expected to be published in the next few weeks in Readers 
Digest magazine.  
 
  
  

                
  
  
 
 

International Medical Practitioners at SACH  
 
Presently SACH has eight medical practitioners training and working 
alongside SACH medical staff at the Wolfson Medical Center: 
  
From the Palestinian Authority we have Dr. Wafiq Othman, Dr. Akra 
Haitham and Dr. Mahmoud Kdimat, all training in anaesthesia.  
  
From Nigeria we have Dr. Iniabasi Bidemi Ilori and Dr. Job Otokwala, both 
training in anaesthesia. 
  
Dr. Wang Minghai, a Cardiac Surgeon from China, has just returned 
home after finishing eight months of training with Dr. Lior Sasson. During 
his stay in Israel Dr. Wang took part in a complex operation of Xin Qing 
Niu, a one and a half year old baby girl from China who was brought to 
Israel for life saving open heart surgery.  
              
Dr. Omar Suliman, a Pediatrician from Zanzibar, also returned home after 
finishing three months of traing with the SACH medical team. Dr. Omar 
returned to Zanzibar with children who were already treated in Israel. Dr. 
Omar's training, which was co-sponsored by Kinderhilfe Sansibar, is yet 
another step in strengthening our working relationship with Mnazi Moja 
hospital in Zanzibar. We look forward to seeing Dr. Omar again in the fall 
during the next SACH - Kinderhilfe medical screening mission to 
Zanzibar.  
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Finally, we have Dr. Godwin Godfrey Sharaua, a surgeon from Tanzania 
who is working hand in hand with the SACH staff in all the departments 
since September 2008 and in the future will be specializing in cardiac 
surgery. 
  
 
 
  

Medical Missions  
  
  

Angola  
  
On May 3rd 2009, Save a Child's Heart medical team left for Luanda, 
Angola, to examine and screen Angolan children. The team took with 
them a portable echo machine and worked alongside pediatric 
cardiologist Dr. Christina Gamboa in  "David Bernardini Hospitaly 
Pediatorco in Luanda.  
  
 
 

              
  
  
The team, comprising of cardiologist Dr. Alona Raucher Sternfeld and 
Nava Gershon, Head Nurse of the pediatric surgical ward, examined 88 
children, among them children who were already treated in Israel and 
needed a follow   up examination.  
The team also visited the Operating Rooms and the Pediatric Intensive 
Care Unit in the hospital to explore the possibility of performing heart 
surgery in Luanda later this year. 
  
  
Dr. Raucher Sternfeld and Nava were welcomed and taken care of by 
representatives of the Israeli Corporate group, L.R. that sponsors and 
organizes the treatment of Angolan children in Israel.  
 
During their stay in Angola, Yoram Benita was in the midst of a filming 
project which documents the work of L.R. in Angola and focuses on the 
life saving treatment that the Angolan children receive by SACH in Israel.  
 
  
  
  
Jordan    
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On June 2nd 2009 Dr. Akiva Tamir, Chief Pediatric Cardiologist, travelled 
to Amman, Jordan, to screen Iraqi children. Dr. Tamir was equipped with 
the portable echo machine donated by SACH Holland. 
  
30 children and parents waited for Dr. Tamir as he arrived. They were all 
brought to Jordan by our partner organization, Shevet Achim, which 
assists in the coordination of the children's arrival from Iraq. Shevet Achim 
also helps us bring children from Gaza to the weekly Cardiology clinic at 
the Wolfson Medical Center.  
  
Dr. Tamir worked from 6 am until after dark. He examined 30 Iraqi 
children and one Jordanian child. Five children were found to need urgent 
treatment and will be coming to Israel in the next few days. The rest of the 
children will be brought to Israel in the coming months.  
 
  

Fundraising Highlights  
 
  

  
The Canadian Tenors and Juno Award Winner Sophie 
Milman in Concert  
  
On Wednesday May 13, Save a Child's Heart Canada and The Canadian 
Friends of the Hebrew University created an evening together for 
the benefit of children with heart disease.  Over 650 people came out to 
enjoy an evening of musical talent and to support and learn about SACH 
and IMRIC (The Hebrew University's Institute of Medical Research Israel-
Canada).   
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Highlights of the evening included the young voices from the Toronto 
Heschel School Choir who sang a few songs with The Canadian Tenors 
and a guest appearance by Yevgeni Shapovalov - the Israeli Opera Star.   
  
Fifty percent of the funds raised from this event will support cardiac 
surgery for four young children from Gaza, Ethiopia and Nigeria; the other 
fifty percent will be directed to support pediatric cardiac research through 
IMRIC.   
 
  
  

SACH in Switzerland  
  
  
Save a Child's Heart was invited to take part in the UN-Watch conference 
focusing on Israel's humanitarian strength, "Israel Wants Peace", that took 
place in Geneva on April 22, 2009. The conference pointed out Israel's 
right of existence while at the same time in Geneva the disputed anti-
racism Durban Review Conference of the UN took place.  
 
  
  

                       
  
  
  
Dr. Sion Houri was one of the guest speakers together with Alan 
Dershowitz, Lawyer and human rights defender, Alexander Downer, 
Former Foreign Minister of Australia, Irwin Cotler, Canadian MP 
and Esther Mujawayo, survivor of the genocide in Rwanda.    
During his stay in Geneva, Dr. Houri attended the formal establishment of 
SACH Switzerland together with Barbara Mangold, SACH Trusts and 
Grants Europe. 
  
The goal of SACH Switzerland is to create awareness for SACH's work 
throughout Switzerland by holding a series of events in different cities all 
over the country in the coming year. 
The Swiss board members of SACH Switzerland will try to spread the 
word about the project and win the support of Swiss citizens. 
The association is being chaired by Prof. Alfred Donath, former president 
of the Swiss Federation of Jewish communities. Prof Donath lives in 
Geneva. Further founding members of SACH Switzerland are Dr. Phil 
Taussky, who serves as a vice-president and lives and works as a 
neurosurgeon in Berne, Prof. Krassen Nedeltchev, head of the division of 
neurology at the Triemli hospital in Zurich and Lukas Von Känel, who 
serves as a secretary and lives in Basle. Sidney Weill, founder and CEO 
of the event agency Open Hearts in Baden is part of the expanded board 
of SACH Switzerland 
  
Dr. Lior Sasson and Barbara Mangold are in Geneva this week to 
attend the "Fifth Global Forum on Humanitarian Medicine in Cardiology 
and Cardiac Surgery" in the University Hospital of Geneva. They are also 
holding meetings with SACH Switzerland to plan events for the fall and 
meeting with the Israeli delegation to the UN. 
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The visit of Rotary International President  
  
  
The President of Rotary International, Mr. Dong-Kurn Lee, visited SACH 
on May 7 2009. 
  

                 
  
Mr. Dong-Kurn Lee arrived at the Wolfson Medical Center accompanied 
by the president of Rotary Israel, the heads of the Israeli Rotary branches 
of Holon, Jaffa and Rishon Le'Zion and PDG Yoram Cohen, Chairman of 
SACH. Dr. Livia Kapusta, chairperson of SACH Holland and Walter 
Felman, President of SACH UK joined the visit - both active members of 
Rotary in their countries. 
  
Debbie Cohen, the wife of the late Dr. Ami Cohen, met Mr. Dong-Kurn 
Lee at the hospital and explained that the idea to found SACH started in 
Dr. Cohen's mind over than 20 years ago when he was an American 
doctor in the US army, serving in South Korea and treating Korean 
children suffering from heart disease who could not be treated by the local 
physicians. When Dr. Cohen immigrated to Israel he decided to fulfil his 
dream and found SACH.  
  
  
  
               

SACH Rotarions and 
Director of the Wolfson 
Medical Center Dr. Yitzhak 
Berlovich 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
The delegation visited the children's ward in the Wolfson Medical Center 
and met there children from Iraq, the Palestinian Authority and various 
countries from Africa. They also met doctors from Zanzibar and Tanzania 
who are currently training in the hospital. 
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After visiting the hospital the delegation arrived at the Save a Child's 
Heart children's home in Azur and met the children, mothers and 
volunteers who were very excited about the visitors.  
  
  
  

SACH International Photography Exhibition  
  
  
The Save a Child's Heart photography exhibition continues to travel 
around the world. 
  

                   
  
  
  
The exhibition has been recently displayed in: 
  
* Brussles - The exhibition will be displayed until the end of June in the 
Centre Communautaire Laïc Juif (CCLJ). The official opening event took 
place on May 14.  
* Vancouver, Canada, April 2009  
* Abuja, Nigeria, April 2009  
* The Philippines, March 2009  
* Detroit, March 2009  
  
Plans for the future: 
  
* South Africa - The photo exhibition will be displayed from June 18, for 
one month, during the Israeli Film Festival in South Africa. It will be 
displayed at four of the most reputable Arts Cinemas in SA - Cinema 
Nouveau Rosebank in Johannesburg, Gateway Centre in Durban, 
Cavendish Square in Cape Town, Brooklyn Centre in Pretoria.  
The Jewish Federation in Johannesburg is planning to display the 
exhibition during the month of August.  
* Hong Kong - The exhibition is planned to be displayed in Hong Kong 
during the month of September. Details to follow. 
  
* The UK - The exhibition will be displayed in the Kelvingrove Gallery in 
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Glasgow from August 13, 2009. We are now looking for additional venues 
in London or else where in the UK.  
 
* The US West coast copy of the exhibition will be displayed in Los 
Angeles in the next few months; details on where and when will follow.  
* The US East coast copy of the exhibition - we are in the process of 
finding venues and people to assist us in New York and Boston. Any 
assistance in terms of people who can arrange events, venues that can 
display the pictures etc will be highly appreciated.  
  
  
* Click here to see the exhibition and where it has been in the past 
  

Group Visits and Student Activities  
   
  
We are constantly visited by groups and delegations from around the 
world.   
Recently we had a delegation of European Foreign Policy Leaders, A 
delegation of Mediterranean Leaders who came to a seminar organized 
by the UJC, a group of media representatives from Ireland, a reporter 
from Denmark, a delegation of Christians United for Israel, a delegation 
from Christians for Fair Witness on the Middle East and many more.  
   

  
  
  
Dr. Lior Sasson with a 
delegation from Christians 
United for Israel 
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
Shrilee Harel, our Young Leadership Director is doing a fantastic job in 
bringing many groups to visit SACH and organizing many events for the 
students and young leaders who are involved with SACH. 
  
Over the past couple of months we were visited by many groups coming 
from all across the world. The children have had the chance to meet 
students and young professionals visiting with Hasbara Fellowships, 
Israel Experience, The David Project, AISH, Routes Travel: Canada Israel 
Experience, Hillel Community Day School, Amazing, and Young Judea.   
 
  

                      
  
  
  
 One of the events organized by Shirlee recently was the "Music from the 
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Heart": 
  
Save a Child's Heart celebrated the success of the Young Leadership 
Program last week at an event filled with music, spirit, and many 
generations, "Music from the Heart."  The event was held at the Ozen Bar 
in Tel Aviv,  and recognized the dedication of students and young 
professionals around the world who contribute their time and energy to 
SACH.  In addition to hosting over one hundred guests including 
volunteers, foundation ambassadors, representatives from hillel, SACH 
physicians, and many more, we were also thrilled to have special guest, 
Israeli musician Idan Raichel perform. Idan has been a devoted 
ambassador for SACH since traveling alongside the medical team on their 
10th annual mission to Ethiopia and the first mission to Rwanda in March 
2007. 
 
  
  

                  
  
  

SACH in The Media 
  
These are the recent media stories about SACH: 
  
 
"Angola Press Agency" - 10 Children travelling to Israel for treatment, May 
2009  
  
"Atmosphere" (English) - Taking To Heart, April 2009  
  
"Atmosphere" (Hebrew) - April 2009   
  
"The Vanguard Newspaper", Nigeria - Israeli Embassy Sponsors Nigerian 
Child for Heart Surgery, April 2009 
  
"The Daily Trust", Nigeria - Israel launches life saving program for 
Nigerian children, April 2009  
  
  
"The Philippines Star" - New Heart, New Life, March 2009  
  
  
  
  
* Click here to see all media stories 
  
 

Contact Us
  
Tamar Shapira 
  
Director of International Relations 
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pr@saveachildsheart.org  
 
Important Message
  
if you no longer wish to receive email from Save a Child's Heart, please respond to this message 
with the word "REMOVE" as the subject    
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