Simon Fisher - Biography

Simon was born in 1971 in Liverpool, England and moved to Haifa Israel early in his life. He holds an honors degree in law from Liverpool University. Simon is a member of the Israeli Bar, the Committee for Non-profit Organizations of the Israel Bar and a member of the audit committee of IsraAID the coordinating body of Israeli and Jewish NGOs active in development and relief work.
Simon served as a paratrooper in the IDF and an officer in a unit working in the West Bank. In 1993, Simon was presented with Outstanding Officer Award by the Chief of Staff and later headed a military delegation to Canada on behalf of The Soldier Welfare Association.

In 2001 after working for Save a Child's Heart (SACH) for 18 months, Simon assumed his position as the Executive Director of the organization. SACH is a non-governmental, non-profit organization founded in Israel with the goal of improving the quality of pediatric cardiac care for children from around the world suffering from heart disease regardless of nationality, gender, color, religion or financial considerations. To date, 2,200 children from 36 countries including over 1000 children from the PA, Iraq and Jordan have been treated by SACH.
Simon has operated joint projects with the Israeli Foreign Ministry, the Ministry for Regional Cooperation, the Ministry of Health and various NGOs such as the Gift of Life, Children’s HeartLink, Variety Children's Lifeline and Variety International in the U.S., Kinderhilfe Sansibar in Germany, KidsRights in Holland, Ve’Ahavta in Canada and Chain of Hope in the UK. 
Simon has working relations with hospitals and NGOs in Eritrea, Ethiopia, Burundi, Congo, Tanzania, Mauritania, Moldova, Nigeria, Russia, Rwanda, Vietnam, China, Sri Lanka, Iraq, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority. 
In 2005-2008 Simon directed ‘The Heart of the Matter Program’, a SACH program sponsored by the EU Commission's Partnership for Peace Program. During this period over one thousand Palestinian children were examined by Israeli and Palestinian cardiologists working together in Israel and in the PA, over 500 Palestinian children suffering from heart disease were operated and catheterized at the WMC and five Palestinian physicians trained in pediatric cardiac care at the WMC. In addition SACH held  four medical seminars for Israeli and Palestinian physicians as well as conducted two surveys amongst Israeli and Palestinian doctors and families participating in the program.
Recently the EU Commission has approved a similar program to be held in 2009-2011.
Simon lives in Kibbutz Magal, Israel, is married to Aviva and has 2 children, Danielle (8) and Yonatan (5). 

