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Dear Friends of SACH,  
  
There are 25 children currently treated in Israel and six medical practitioners training and working 
alongside SACH medical staff at the Wolfson Medical Center.  
  
It has been a long time since we last sent out a newsletter and a lot of exciting things had happened 
since; the operation of the 1,000 Palestinian Child - twelve and a half year old Gaida Nofel, who 
recently returned home to her loving family and her new born sister in Nablus. Last month we had 
the first international meeting of Save a Child's Heart affiliates with board members from Canada, 
USA, The UK, Holland, Germany and Israel attended the meetings, sessions and events throughout 
the four days' conference. The corner stone ceremony for the new Children's Home of Save a 
Child's Heart took place last month at the location of the new home in Haviva Raich Street, in the 
city of Holon, Israel City of Children.   
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Left to right: Gaida's mother, Dr. Merav Zucker Toledano, Dr. Akiva Tamir, Gaida Nofel, Dr. Alona Sternfeld Raucher, Dr. Sion Houri  

  
You can read all about the SACH news and events in our website and we will give you the 
highlights of the past months in this newsletter. 
 
 
Best wishes, 
  
Tamar

THE SACH CHILDREN'S HOME 
  

  
Since its inception in 1996 Save a Child's Heart has treated more than 2,200 children from 36 
countries. 184 children's lives have been saved since the begining of 2009. SACH has treated 
children from 18 countries since the begining of 2009.  
    
Save a Child's Heart is currently treating in Israel 25 children from Angola, Zanzibar, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Iraq, the Palestinian Authority, Romania and the Philippines.  
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Left to right: Suleiman from Zanzibar, Briana from Romania and Ariane from the Philippines at the children's home 
  
  
To see the children currently in Israel click here  
  

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS AT SACH 
 
Presently SACH has six medical practitioners training and working alongside SACH medical staff at 
the Wolfson Medical Center: 
  
Dr. Wafiq Othman, Dr. Akra Haitham and Dr. Mahmoud Kdimat , all three doctors from the 
Palestinian Authority, are training in anaesthesia under the supervision of Prof. Tiberiu Ezri, Head of 
the Anesthesia Department. Dr. Balint Alina  from Romania is also training in Anesthesia under the 
supervision of Prof. Ezri. Dr. Abraham Haileamlak Mitikec  from Ethiopia is training in Pediatric 
Cardiology under the supervision of Dr. Akiva Tamir, Head of the Pediatric Cardiology.   
Dr. Godwin Godfrey  from Tanzania has been training with the SACH staff since September 2008 
and is now specializing in cardiac surgery under the supervision of Dr. Lior Sasson, Head of the 
 Cardiothoracic Surgery Department.  
  
  

                   
Dr. Abraham, Ethiopia and Dr. Godwin, Tanzania                                Dr. Wafiq Othman from the Palestinian Authority with his 
                                                                                                              brother who was treated by SACH at the WMC  
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         Dr. Akra Haitham from the Palestinian                                                          Dr. Balint Alina from Romania                        
         Authority  
  
  

SACH MEDICAL MISSION IN ZANZIBAR 
  

 
Children, mothers and nurses waiting for the SACH mission in Zanzibar 
  
 On September 4, 2009 a Save a Child's Heart medical mission left for Zanzibar. The mission was 
let by Dr. Akiva Tamir, Head of the Pediatric Cardiology Unit at the Wolfson Medical Center 
(WMC), Holon, Israel. The mission was comprised of Prof. Eli Someach, Immunologist and 
Specialist in Contagious Diseases at WMC, Laura Kafif, SACH Housemother in charge of collating 
data on children pre and post surgery and Sheila Shalhevet, SACH Board member and 
photographer who documented the mission. 

The objective of this mission was three fold: to screen new children, to examine and follow up on 
children who have previously been treated by SACH and to conduct a documentation project on 
hundreds of children who were previously treated in Israel to learn more on their physical 
condition and quality of life. For this purpose Dr. Omar Suleiman, Director and Coordinator of 
Pediatric Cardiology at Mnazi Mmoja Hospital in Zanzibar who trained in Israel this past year and 
SACH volunteer Netta Beer, a PhD student from Karolinska Institute, doing Malaria research in 
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Zanzibar, and working with the ZMCP (Zanzibar Malaria Control Program) prepared social profiles 
on each child ahead of the team's arrival.   

The first two days were dedicated to examining new cases, 150 in total. The team worked from 
early in the morning until late into the night together with Dr. Omar Suleiman and Pediatric 
Cardiologist Dr. Ali Amour. Also helping the team were two final year medical students from 
Wales, Verity and Rheahanna who were doing an elective in Zanzibar, and Dr. Ulrika  Doll, an 
exceptional pediatric cardiologist from the Kinderhilfe Sansibar Foundation in Germany who 
shared the involved task of doing the  diagnostic echocardiograms.  

  
Dr. Akiva Tamir examining a child during the mission in Zanzibar 
 
The third and fourth day were dedicated for follow up of the SACH Children, 95 in total. The team 
was excited to see the children who were healthy and appeared to thrive and grow so much since 
their treatment in Israel.  
In total, 245 children were examined during the mission, 50 of them were new cases and 95 follow 
ups.  
Last week, 6 children, the first of 150 children examined by the mission, arrived in Israel for heart 
treatment.  
  
Since 1999, SACH has been working in cooperation with Kinderhilfe Sansibar founded by Dr. 
Nicole Haeffner, diagnosing, treating and following up on children from the Islands of Zanzibar and 
Pemba. Kinderhilfe Sansibar has participated in the funding of 230 children from Zanzibar who 
have already come to Israel for life saving cardiac treatment. 

GAIDA NOFEL, THE 1,000 PALESTINIAN CHILD  
  
We are very pleased to inform you that we have recently marked the 1,000th Palestinian child to 
be treated by Save a Child's Heart; 
  
This is her story -  
  
CLICK HERE to see the film about 1,000th Palestinian child film  
  
Gaida Nofel is a twelve and a half year old from the West Bank city of Nablus.  
Gaida was born with a congenital heart disease and was operated in Jordan as a baby, but her 
heart problem was not cured.  
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Gaida Nofel after surgey in the hospital 
  
She was first referred to SACH by our Palestinian partner physician Dr. Omar Assali on October 
2008. Gaida came to the SACH clinic and was admitted to the hospital for catheterization. 
Following this it was decided that she is to return to the hospital in six months time for an open 
heart surgery that will hopefully cure her heart disease and enable her to live a healthy and 
normal life. 
Gaida's operation took place on July 6, 2009. Her heart problem was cured.   
Gaida is now back home; she goes to school again, her father returned to his job as a physics 
school teacher and she has now a new baby sister.                
   
Gaida's operation was possible thanks to the generous support of John Hagee Ministries who 
donated funds towards the treatment of dozens of Palestinain children.  

THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON "CRITICAL 
CONGENITAL HEART DISEASE IN BABIES UNDER ONE YEARS OF 
AGE" AT THE HEBEI CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL, CHINA 
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                     Dr. Yizhak Berlovitz                                                                        Dr. Lior Sasson 
  
  
Following the participant of Dr. Li Jiangm, the former Director of the Hebei Children's Hospital 
(HCH) and Dr. Jianming Wang, Director of Pediatric Cardiovascular Surgery at the HCH in the 
"Sami and Angela Shamoon Seminar on Congenital and Adult Cardiac Surgery" in Israel in 
October 2007 our partners in China decided to hold their first international seminar on "Critical 
Congenital Heart Disease in babies under one years of age". The seminar took place in 
November 9 - 10, 2009 at the Hebei Children's Hospital, Shijiangzhuang, China and was 
attended by Chinese practicians from the city of Shijiangzhuang.  
Guest lecturers at the seminar were Prof. Edward Bove, renowned Pediatric Cardiac Surgeon 
from the University of Michigan and Dr. Lior Sasson,Head of the Cardiothoracic Surgery 
Department at the Wolfson Medical Center. Save a Child's Heart Executive Director Simon Fisher 
was invited to attend the seminar and represent SACH in the event.  
  

 
  
The seminar also marked the handing over of the leadership at the Hebei Children's Hospital 
from Director Dr. Li Jiang to Mr. Ze Cui; an official ceremony took place to sign a Memorandum 
between Mr. Ze Cui and Dr Yizhak Berlovitz, Director of the Wolfson Medical Center.  
In the Memorandum the two directors agreed to continue the joint activities of sending Chinese 
children to Israel for heart treatment, sending Chinese doctors and nurses for training in the 
Wolfson Medical Center and inviting Israeli medical missions to the Hebei Children's Hospital to 
work together with the local teams and operate on Chinese children with heart disease.  

SAVE A CHILD'S HEART INTERNATIONAL BOARD VISIT  
  
  
The 1st international meeting of Save a Child's Heart affiliates took place on October 19 - 22, 
2009, in Tel Aviv.  
Board members from SACH affiliates Canada, USA, The UK, Holland, Germany and Israel 
attended the meetings, sessions and events throughout the four days' conference. 
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Board members from SACH affiliates in Israel and abroad 
  
The meeting began with a high profile reception dinner in the International Naïve Art Gallery in Tel 
Aviv on the evening of October 19. 80 people took part in the event; Ambassadors and 
representatives from Switzerland, the European Union, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Angola, Eritrea, The 
Philippines and Kenya, SACH donors, board members from Israel and abroad, the medical team, 
volunteers and supporters. A premier screening of the 1,000th Palestinian child film was shown 
and Gaida Nofel, the 1,000th Palestinian child, and her father surprised everyone by showing up 
and thanking in person the doctors and the team for everything.  
  
The second day was dedicated to sessions and discussions about our activities, strategy and 
goals for the future. Tel Aviv deputy Mayor, Yael Dayan, was invited to speak to the guests. In the 
evening a dinner took place in a restaurant in Tel Aviv where Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister, 
Danny Ayalon, was invited as guest of honor.  
  
During the third day the guests travelled to the West Bank city of Nablus. They were accompanied 
by Jonathan Miles from Shevet Achim. The guests were met there by our partner Dr. Omar Assali 
who showed them around and spoke to them about his work and cooperation with SACH. The 
group then visited the house of Ahmed Hamad, a one and a half year old boy who was treated by 
SACH six months ago. The group was warmly welcomed by his family who opened their home 
and hosted everyone for lunch.  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Board members from SACH 
affiliates visiting in Nablus children who 
were treated by SACH  
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he group also met two other children who were treated by SACH; Lian Almaani, a four and half 
year old girl who was operated in Israel when she was three months old, and seven year old Zaid 
Ranam who was operated in Holland a few years ago. The day ended in Caesarea in the home of 
SACH Israeli board member Debbie Silver, who hosted a lovely and wonderful evening of dinner 
and music entertainment 
. 
  
The fourth day began with the guests visiting the children's home. They met with the SACH 
volunteers from Israel and abroad and spoke to Laura Kafif, SACH housemother. From there 
everyone went to participate in the corner stone ceremony for the new SACH children's home 
(more details below). The day ended with final discussions and closing remarks back at the hotel. 
  
It was a very important week for everyone; people from the different SACH affiliates worldwide 
had the opportunity to meet each other in person and meet the Israeli board members, medical 
team and staff. Furthermore, the meetings and discussions gave everyone a better understanding 
into our activities and goals for the future. It was agreed by all to hold the next international 
meeting in 2010. 

THE CORNER STONE CEREMONY FOR THE NEW CHILDREN'S HOME   
  

  
Yoram Cohen (right), SACH Chairman, speaking at the ceremony  
  
The corner stone ceremony for the new Children's Home of Save a Child's Heart took place on 
October 22, 2009.  The ceremony was attended by Mr. Motti Sasson, Mayor of Holon, Mr. Yoram 
Cohen, Save a Child's Heart Chairman, Save a Child's Heart board members worldwide, Ovadiah and 
Dolores Cohen, parents of Save a Child's Heart founder Dr. Ami Cohen, the medical team, donors 
and supporters to the project.  
The ceremony was held at the location of the new home in Haviva Raich street, in the city of Holon, 
Israel City of Children. 
Construction of the Children's Home has been made possible thanks to the generous support of 
Legacy Heritage Fund, a Canadian charitable foundation, the Save a Child's Heart Endowment fund in 
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memory of its founder Dr. Amram (Ami) Cohen z"l and the Dutch foundations KidsRights and Wilde 
Ganzen.   
 
  

  
From left to right: 
Yehuda Brin, Dr Yizhak Berlovitz, Ovadiah Cohen, Delores Cohen, Prof. Arie Schachner, Dr. Lior Sasson 
  
  
The new children's home will provide Save a Child's Heart with the required space for the growing 
number of children participating in the program and be perfectly tailored for the program's needs. The 
new home is planned to be 800 sqm and will be able to accommodate up to 250 children annually. It 
will include a separate indoor playroom for the children and an outdoor playground as well as a room 
for the movement and dance therapist working with the children.  
The new home will be located on Haviva Raich street in the Municipality of Holon, and thus the new 
facility will also be situated in closer proximity to the Wolfson Medical Center, ensuring easier transit 
back and forth from the hospital.  
 
 
 

SACH INTERNATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION 
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The SACH exhibition in Tokyo, November 2009 
  
  
The Save a Child's Heart photography exhibition continues to travel around the world.  
  
Click here to see the exhibition   
  
  
  
  
Recently the exhibition was displayed in the European Union Parliament Building in 
Brussels, Belgium. The exhibit was seen there by hundreds of Parliament Members 
from around the world as well as by guests and visitors to the building. Last week an 
official opening took place in the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) in 
Tokyo, Japan. Last week we had the first official opening in New York City in the 
Bronfman Center Gallery where over 80 people were invited to the event among them 
artists, members and families of the Jewish Community Center, students, Young 
Leaders, representatives of the Israeli consulate in New York and of the Israeli Mission 
to the UN. During the month of November the exhibition has been viewed by 1,500 
people in the Loan Star College Library in Houston, USA. The exhibit there was a 
great success thanks to the help of Elise Sheppard who initiated and organized the 
event. Elise volunteered at the SACH Children's Home for one month during the 
month of March 2009. In September the exhibition was displayed at the Museum at 
the Wits Medical School in Johannesburg. The event in Johannesburg was a great 
success thanks to the South African Zionist Federation; over 70 people attended the 
event among them people from the Jewish community, doctors and other 
representatives from the medical community, foreign diplomats and media 
representatives 
  
The seventh copy of the exhibition was sent this week to Latin America; this copy will 
be displayed throughout Latin America in cooperation with the "Idan Raichel project" 
tour which starts there this month. Israeli International singer Idan Raichel, who is a 
good will ambassador for Save a Child's Heart, will officially open the exhibition in Rio 
de Janeiro on December 1, 2009 and will expose the project during press conferences 
and media opportunities he has during his tour. Essential part of this SACH initiative in 
Latin America includes a new partnership with Hillel Latin America in which students 
from Brazil (and other countries) will be coming to Israel to volunteer at the SACH 
children's home and help with the Portuguese speaking children from Angola.   
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Plans for the future:  
  
* Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, December 2009 - The exhibition will officially open in Rio de 
Janeiro on December 1, 2009. After Rio the exhibition will travel throughout Latin 
America. Details to follow. 
* Rice University, Houston, USA, December 2009 -  The exhibition will be opened in 
Rice University, Houston, from December 8, 2009. It will be displayed there for one 
month.  
* Munich, Germany, December 2009 - The exhibition will be displayed in the 
Klinikum der Universität München-Großhadern hospital in Munich from December 1 
for six weeks. 
* Cape Town, South Africa, February 2010  - The exhibition will be displayed in the 
Artscape Theatre Foyer area, in Cape Town from February 8th until February 14th, 
2010. The opening event will take place on the 8th of February from 16:00 until 18:00 
in the evening.  
* Akra, Ghana, March 2010  - The exhibition will be displayed in Akra, Ghana, during 
the months of March and April 2010. A high profile opening event will take place to 
officially open the display. Details to follow. 
* Palermo, Sicily, May 2010 - The exhibition will be displayed in Palermo during the 
month of March 2010. Details to follow. 
* Luanda, Angola, May 2010 -  The exhibition will be displayed in in Luanda, Angola 
from the month of May 2010. Details to follow. 

VISITS TO SACH  
   
  
    

     
Swiss Ambassador to Israel Mr. Walter Haffner                         Dutch Ambassador to Israel Mr. Michiel den Hond  
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African Ambassadors to the UN in Geneva visiting the children's home 
  
  
We are constantly visited by groups and delegations from around the world. These are the recent 
visits that we had: 
Diplomatic Visits: 
The Swiss Ambassador to Israel Mr. Walter Haffner. 
The Dutch Ambassador to Israel Mr. Michiel den Hond. 
A delegation of African Ambassadors based in the UN in Geneva from Rwanda, Madagascar, 
Burundi, The Republic of Central Africa.  
  
VIP Visits: 
Mr. Brian Mathis from Washington who came to visit us with US board member David Avital, Mr. 
Uri Zeiger Rotary District Governor for Israel and his wife Ruthie, a delegation of Federal 
Members of Parliament from Australia (AIJAC), a delegation of Victoria State Members of 
Parliament (AIJAC), a delegation of Senior Liberal party strategists and consultants from Canada 
(CIC), a delegation of African Leaders referred to us by Project Interchange of the American 
Jewish Committee (AJC), a delegation of senior journalists from Australia (AIJAC) and a 
delegation of senior Television reporters from Africa.  

SACH YOUNG LEADERSHIP PROGRAM  
  
During the past months we had full time volunteers from the US, Canada, Australia and 
South Africa. In addition we have many part time volunteers from abroad helping at the 
house. We currently have volunteers from Young Judea, Oranim, Career Israel and 
World Union of Jewish Students as well as individuals that have come independently.  
Recently we had visits from around the world by groups of students and Young 
leaders, among them Young Judea and the American International School.  
In the next months we are expecting groups visits from The David Project, CIE, CIC, 
Hillel, Shorashim, and AISH. Between November and January we are expecting 23 
Young Leadership Program groups to visit SACH.    
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SACH IN THE MEDIA   
  
These are the recent media stories about SACH: 
  
New Europe - Save a Child's Heart exhibition at the European Parliament, 
November 2009 
  
Herald-Voice, Israeli doctors helping repair children's hearts, November 
2009 
  
 
  
City on a Hill Press - Saving Children's Hearts, November 2009  
  
European Jewish News, 'Save a Child's Heart' exhibition at EU Parliament 
in Brussels, November 2009   
   
Romanian TV, November 2009   
   
Globo TV Brazil, October 2009   
   
Lone Star College - The Save a Child's Heart Photography Exhibition, 
October 2009  
  
 The Cypress Times, Save a Child's Heart exhibition Opens, October 
2009   
  
 "Jerusalem Post" - Darfur refugee youth gets life-saving heart surgery, 
August 2009  
  
 "CMAJ" - Saving my heart, August 2009   
  
  
  
  
  

* Click here to see all media stories 
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Contact Us
  
Tamar Shapira 
  
Director of International Relations 
  
pr@saveachildsheart.org  
 
Important Message
  
if you no longer wish to receive email from Save a Child's Heart, please respond to this message with the word 
"REMOVE" as the subject    
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